
                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
19 On the evening of that first day of the 

week, when the disciples were together, with 

the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and side. The 

disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 

Lord.  
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! 

As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
22 And with that he breathed on them and 

said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 

forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if 

you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven.”  
24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of 

the Twelve, was not with the disciples when 

Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 

“We have seen the Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail 

marks in his hands and put my finger where 

the nails were, and put my hand into his side, 

I will not believe it.”  
26 A week later his disciples were in the 

house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here; see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it into my side. Stop 

doubting and believe.”  
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my 

God!”  

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you 

have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.”  
  

 The man holsters the gun discreetly inside 

his waistline while he dresses. As he leaves, 

he dials in the code that brings the security 

system to life. From his phone, he receives 

text message alerts at any sign of trouble, 

while bringing up live video just to make sure 

his loved ones at home are safe. It’s not the 

plot to a thriller novel that I describe, but 

rather the personal security package that 

more and more in our world use on a daily 

basis.   

People want to feel secure. And this need 

to feel secure is nothing new. As we look to 

our Gospel from John 20 today, we find the 

disciples searching for security. 

It is Easter Sunday evening and in the past 

week, the ferocity of the Jewish leaders had 

risen to whole new levels. They had put up 

with Jesus and his crew of dedicated disciples 

long enough. Ever since Jesus began 

teaching, it had been clear that the leaders 

didn’t approve as they stood in the corners 

questioning Jesus’ authority and whispering 

plots amongst themselves.  

But in the past week, it had risen to a 

whole other level. The leaders had actually 

used their sway to have Jesus arrested, tried, 

beaten, and crucified. It was the most horrific 

event these disciples had ever seen, and also 

the most frightening. They now knew what 

those Jewish leaders were capable of; how far 

they were willing to go to put down their 

opponent; how ruthless they could turn to 

protect their power.  

And with Jesus out of the way, the 

disciples understood that they would now be 

the targets. Certainly, the Jewish leaders were 

banking on the idea that by crucifying the 

head, the body would fall apart. But the 

disciples were undoubtedly being watched. If 

any of them had aspirations to keep the 

message of Jesus alive, they could just look 
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to that blood-stained cross to know what was 

coming.  

So what would the disciples do? For so 

long, they had taken their directives from 

Jesus. He had taught them, led them, 

defended them. In every way, Jesus had been 

these men’s confidence.  

Now that he was gone, they were looking 

for security. And from John’s account, it 

appears that they had decided that they were 

going to find their security by hunkering 

down together behind locked doors. The plan 

was to lay low; to avoid the venom of the 

Jewish leaders; to stay out of the target sights.  

And it was while they were huddled 

together in that room behind locked doors, 

clamped down and closed off from a 

threatening world, that Jesus blasted through 

their false security and changed their lives. 

The Risen Savior’s security was delivered! 

He brought that security first with his 

presence. 

 Like millions of other children, my son is 

no more or less safe because of them, but 

trying to lay him down to sleep without his 

blue “blankie” and “Bubble Puppy” is an 

effort in futility. Why? Their presence brings 

him a sense of security, false as it might 

actually be.  

When Jesus appeared amidst the disciples, 

the security which he brought to his disciples 

just with his presence was very real. The last 

time these men had physically seen Jesus, he 

was dead. And though Mary had told them 

that she had seen the Risen Lord, though 

Peter and John had witnessed the empty 

tomb, there was still great uncertainty. Now 

Jesus was standing in their presence, inviting 

them to look at and touch the place where his 

hands were nailed and his side was pierced. 

They now had real proof that Jesus had been 

raised from the dead.  

And he announced what that meant with 

his words, “Peace be with you.” It was the 

greeting that Jesus adopted for all of his 

appearances after his resurrection. They were 

not empty words. Jesus knew the uncertainty 

and fear that swirled inside the hearts and 

minds of his followers. And he was there to 

bring peace. 

However, it was not just earthly peace. 

Jesus’ presence meant that they had a peace 

that extended to God. They had the peace of 

forgiveness, won by their Savior on the cross, 

and assured by his resurrection to life. They 

had peace that would allow them to stand 

confidently before governors, judges, even 

emperors. They had peace which would 

allow them to face rejections, persecutions, 

and executions. They had peace that brought 

eternal security. 

And finally, he brought security with the 

gift he gave them. Jesus had long promised 

that he would give the disciples the Holy 

Spirit to guide them in their work. Here for 

the first time, we are told that he breathed on 

them and gave them the Holy Spirit. Even 

after he left, the Spirit would be there to bring 

security as he guided their ways and words, 

and blessed their work. The Spirit would be 

the constant assurance of the security they 

had from their Savior.  

As the disciples huddled in that room on 

Easter Sunday evening, they didn’t fully 

realize the security they had been given by 

the empty tomb they found earlier in that day. 

The locked door and crippling fear showed 

that. And what the disciples didn’t yet know 

they had because of the resurrection, we often 

forget we have.  

In 1903, a man named Guy Thornton 

wrote a book titled, “When It Was Dark.” The 

book portrays a world in which the 

resurrection of Jesus didn’t happen. It’s a 

world in which people have no basis for 

making moral decisions; a world without 

families praying together; a world without 

Christian baptisms and funerals. Basically, it 

shows a world without purpose; without 

hope; without joy. 

Those disciples had a brief taste of life 

without the Risen Lord as they spent that day 

huddled in fear and uncertainty. And for 

some reason, we often act as if we are living 



in that world! How often don’t we allow fear 

and uncertainty to fill our hearts? We worry 

about so many different aspects of our lives. 

We allow death to maintain its power. We 

live without Easter joy! 

But the story written by Guy Thornton 

was fiction, and so is the world where the sin, 

death, and the devil have any power to cause 

us insecurity. 

For disciples of Jesus, our world isn’t 

dark. Our world isn’t empty of hope. Our 

world isn’t devoid of joy. Jesus has brought 

us security and all of the blessings that come 

with it. 

He has brought us security through the 

assurance of his resurrection. When Jesus 

stood among those men in that locked room, 

they felt secure. But we know that they did 

not yet fully understand what the resurrect-

tion meant for them. Through the words of 

Scripture, we know fully what the presence 

of the Resurrected Lord means. It is proof 

that Jesus’ claims of being the Savior, the 

Way, the Life, are all true. It is proof that God 

accepted his sacrifice on the cross, dying in 

our place. It is proof that we will rise and live 

because he lives. We don’t have nail marks to 

touch or pierced sides to gaze upon, but our 

sense of security can be greater even than 

what those disciples felt as Jesus stood right 

in their midst. We know fully what the 

resurrection means!  

And we can live in that security through 

the gifts which he gives us in the Sacraments. 

As Jesus breathed on his disciples and gave 

them the Holy Spirit, Jesus has promised 

security to us through the waters of Baptism. 

Through them, the Holy Spirit works in our 

hearts to give us assurance that our sins are 

forgiven and that we have peace with God 

because of it.  

We find security also in the Lord’s 

Supper, where Jesus allows us to take his 

body and blood as we hear those reassuring 

words, “Given for you for the forgiveness of 

your sins.” It is a precious gift of security 

which we are given by the Real Presence of 

our Savior in the bread and wine of 

Communion.  

The impact of Easter is that we have 

security from the Savior which all the money 

in the world could not buy. Jesus bought this 

security with his blood on the cross, and he 

comes to us in so many ways to bring it into 

our hearts. May that security give us 

confidence daily as we live as his disciples. 

Amen.  

  

 

 


